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Governmental Bail Out By Anna Becker


“I can’t believe such things are coming out of the mouth of a twenty year old!”  That’s what my cousin Kathy said to me at the family reunion last year.  And I hadn’t even taken the Lord’s name in vain!  All I had done was reiterate the conservative principles that I learned while attending Patriot Academy.  This incident only solidified my desire to accurately convey the truth as we are instructed to in I Pet 3:15.  “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear.” Since God has commanded us to be effective witnesses of the truth, it is imperative that we know both sides of an issue so that we can effectively communicate to someone what is true and what is false.  


      The word “bailout” has been on everyone’s lips the past few months.  As can be expected when more than $700 billion dollars is at stake, you will get many heated debates on the issue.  Helen Thomas in an article entitled, “There are good reasons to bail out Detroit”, says, “Balking senators should realize the industry's financial failure could end health and retirement benefits for thousands of Americans and eliminate an estimated 2.5 million jobs.  Do we really want that to happen?” Liberals contended that since Wall Street and the Detroit Big “3” provide so many jobs, we should help them through this financial difficulty so the economy will not collapse.  


      Many conservatives argued that there was not enough oversight of the funds. The House Republican Study Committee (RSC), noted in their paper entitled "Ten Conservative Concerns" that the bailout “fundamentally alters the nation's free-market system in that it broadly socializes firm's money-losing mortgage assets and places the U.S. on a slippery slope whereby profits will also be nationalized.” Conservatives realized that America was rapidly becoming a socialist nation by the passage of a bailout bill.


      In conclusion, when faced with a controversial issue, first look at it through the lens of Scripture, specifically the Ten Commandments.  Will agreeing with the issue pervert the law in order to save someone?  Does it replace justice with safety? Remember the LIFT principles we learned from Mama Seay.  Limited Government, Individual Liberty, Free Market, and Traditional Values.  And never forget that socialism is bad, very, very bad!
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Each day brings us a little closer to Patriot Academy 2009. This August we will gather in Austin, Texas to learn and experience the political and legislative process. It’s never too soon to get your application in. Ensure your spot in Austin this summer with Rick, Kathi, Mark, and all the others.











Founding Fathers





On July 26, 1742 Arthur Middleton was born to Henry Middleton near Charleston, South Carolina. His family was well off and owned a large plantation in the area. His father wanted him to have a formal education, so at the age of twelve, he was sent to England. He was educated at Westminster School, Cambridge, and received his law degree from Middle Temple. After his education was complete, Middleton took an extended tour of Europe, experiencing art, music, and literature before returning to South Carolina.





Middleton returned home in 1764. He took up a position of justice of the peace and also held a seat as a legislator. He married a young woman, Mary Izard, who shared his joy of traveling. The couple took a three year tour of Europe before settling into their lives in South Carolina at the family plantation. Middleton set into the political arena soon after their return. He was elected to the House of Commons before being chosen as a delegate to the Continental Congress.





He was known to be a vocal and almost extreme advocate for independence. After the signing of the Declaration, he took that advocacy and carried it to the Revolutionary War. He served as an officer and was taken as a hostage by the British during the siege of Charleston. He was imprisoned in Florida with Edward Rutledge and other South Carolinians for a year before he was released. During his time of imprisonment, most of his plantation was destroyed.





Middleton returned home in 1781. He passed away on January 1, 1787 at the age of forty four. His political legacy was carried on by his son, Henry.





Reminder





The new website is up, running, and looking great. Check it out for the latest information regarding the upcoming session, how to apply, and get answers to any questions you can think up. You can find it at � HYPERLINK "http://www.patriotacademy.com" ��www.patriotacademy.com�. You can also visit the PA Blog at � HYPERLINK "http://patriotacademy.wordpress.com/" ��http://patriotacademy.wordpress.com/�


to get updates on current issues and other alumni. Our thanks go out to the Alum that keep these sites going.





Contact Information





If there is any information you would like to see in the Patriot Press, contact us at � HYPERLINK "mailto:tof.patriotpress@gmail.com" ��tof.patriotpress@gmail.com�. 





We would love to hear your suggestion, stories, opinions, and notable achievements throughout the year.








Kathi’s Quotes





…It’s a sly world out there. Most lies come dressed in pretty packages, while the truth wears homespun.





Angela Elwell Hunt





The Emerald Isle





Another Session Of Prayer





Mama Seay starts the 81st Legislative Session on January 13. This year she is writing a new devotional. This excerpt is from Monday, January 12, 2009, also known as T minus 1 day.





And when He had sent the multitudes away, He went up on the mountain by himself to pray. Now, when evening came, He was alone there. Matthew 14:23


 


If the life of Christ and the legislative session have anything in common, it would certainly be the multitudes of people involved. From opening day where we are anticipating a reception for 60 plus people throughout the session where we have people vying for the member's time every waking moment there is little rest. 


 


"Please tell the member I need just two seconds of his time." Well first, that's a lie. You want as much of his time as you can get to explain your position. And, second, his schedule runs out of "two second" slots before Monday of each week. Then, we just start cramming people in every which way we can. 


 


We suggest meeting with staff, rather than the member when his schedule is booked. Then, staff will brief him as he walks to the floor because he was meeting with people in his office during their time slot. On his way to a lunch appointment you walk as far as the Capitol door to share information about legislation or constituents. He is late getting home, so staff will walk him to his car getting those last few details before he pulls away for the day. The "walk and talk" briefings are one of the best forms of exercise during a session. If you have to climb stairs you can get a pretty good cardio workout during the day.


 


But, to tell you the truth, my favorite times of day during a session are early in the morning before anyone else gets into the office and late at night after everyone else has left - when I am alone. It is when I am most productive. I frequently will read scripture before anything else during those times, because doing so clears my mind sufficiently to discern between the important and the urgent in my life. 


 


And, while it seems contrary to the laws of time and nature, when I spend time alone with the Lord, my time to complete other tasks is multiplied. Forget understanding how it works. Just try it.


 


Lord, thank you for the time alone You seek to spend with each of us. Help us to prioritize our days so we do not miss that most important appointment of the day.





If you are interested in getting her daily devotional, please email her at � HYPERLINK "mailto:ksdevotional@gmail.com" ��ksdevotional@gmail.com�. It will be an exciting 140 days, so be sure to take advantage of her experiences.








Punctuality





The quality or habit of adhering to an appointed time.





A few years ago, I dated a very nice, smart young man. He is a wonderful person who I am privileged to have remained friends with after we went our separate ways. But he has a personality flaw that to this day makes me want to climb the wall. He can not get anywhere on time. It took me a while, but I learned the trick of telling him an earlier arrival time than when we needed to be somewhere; it helped me, but didn’t solve the problem. I don’t think I ever explained to him why his lack of punctuality bothered me.





Much of life revolves around the turning of the clock. My class starts at ____, I have to be at work at ____, I have a deadline for this project at ____. By saying you will be somewhere or have something done at a certain time, you make a commitment to the person you are meeting, working for, etc. When you don’t show up on time or turn the paper in on time, you have broken your commitment and turned yourself into a liar.





By not keeping that commitment, you are showing disrespect for the person you are causing to wait. You imply that your time is more valuable and important than theirs. There is a saying that goes ‘No one important is ever present to appreciate punctuality.’ It is sad to say that that is true even when it should not be. Doctors, pastors, managers, and others should put the same amount of effort into being punctual as everyone else.





Take the time to think about the message you pass on to others who watch your life. By doing something as simple as being where you said you would be when you said you would be there you send a positive example for others.





Punctuality is the politeness of kings.


				Louis XVIII of France





Note From Mama Seay





All the emails of well wishing and prayers were greatly appreciated on opening day of the session. I was blessed throughout the day as the emails of my “patriots” buzzed in on my phone. I am so proud of you all and honored to be your “Mama Seay.” I love each one of you best!










